
A Novena for the Gifts of the Spirit 
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The Feast of the Ascension 2020 

The nine days from Jesus' Ascension into heaven to the Eve of Pentecost are the original Novena 
- nine days of prayer. Before he ascended, Jesus told the disciples not to leave Jerusalem, but to 
wait there to be baptized by the Holy Spirit. After his Ascension, they waited and devoted 
themselves to prayer. (Acts 1:1-14) 
As we prepare to celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit on the Feast of Pentecost, let us pray for 
the coming of the Holy Spirit, healing for our nation and community, and the renewal of Christ 
Church in the Spirit. Let us also reflect on the gifts the Spirit bestows on the Church and in our 
lives.  

Novena 

Spend a few moments centering yourself in God’s loving presence, then begin each Novena with 
the following hymn and prayers 

Come down, O Love divine! 
seek out this soul of mine 
and visit it with your own ardour glowing; 
O Comforter, draw near, 
within my heart appear, 
and kindle it, your holy flame bestowing. 

There let it freely burn 
till earthly passions turn 
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 
and let your glorious light 
shine ever on my sight, 
and make my pathway clear, by your illuming. 

And so the yearning strong 
with which the soul will long 
shall far surpass the power of human telling; 
for none can guess its grace 
till we become the place 
in which the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling. 

 

 

 



Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open all desires known and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly 
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Christ our Lord. 

Come, great Paraclete, Lover of the poor, Comforter of all, fulfill the promise of our Savior who 
would not leave us as orphans. Enter our minds and hearts as you descended on the day of 
Pentecost upon the Mother of Jesus and upon his Apostles. Grant that every member of the 
Church may have a part in those gifts which were bestowed that day. O Holy Spirit, giver of 
every good and perfect gift, may God’s will be done in us and through us, and may you, O 
mighty Spirit, equal to the Father and the Son in Being and majesty, be praised and glorified for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father... 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit… 

Conclude the Novena with the appropriate prayer of the day 

First Day: For all the gifts 
Almighty and eternal God, you have restored us into your image and likeness by the water of 
baptism and the Holy Spirit, and you given us the forgiveness of all sin. Send forth from heaven 
upon Christ Church your sevenfold Spirit: Fill us with the Spirit of Wisdom and Understanding, 
the Spirit of Counsel and Fortitude, the Spirit of Knowledge and Piety, and the Spirit of Holy 
Awe. Help us to come alive in all these gifts, that we may be healed from all sickness and sin; 
turn away from all evil; and be empowered to love, serve, and lead in your name; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Father, one God, in Trinity of Persons, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Second Day: Wisdom 
Come and fill me, O Spirit of Wisdom, and reveal to my soul the mysteries of heavenly things, in 
all their greatness, power and beauty. Teach me to love them above and beyond all the passing 
joys and satisfactions of earth and to prefer your wisdom over the so-called wisdom of this 
world. Help me to grow in your wisdom, especially during temptations, trials, and all the daily 
challenges that I face; that I may be empowered to love, serve, and lead in your name; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Father, one God, in Trinity of 
Persons, now and forever. Amen. 

Third Day: Understanding 
Come and fill me, O Spirit of Understanding, and enlighten my mind, that I may know and 
believe the mysteries of salvation and discern your hand at work in the world. Teach me to see 
with your eyes that I may continue to walk with you and serve your kingdom in my daily life. 
Help me to discern what is evil, and enlighten me so that I may love, serve, and lead here on 
earth, and live forever in the light of your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Father, one God, in Trinity of Persons, now and forever. Amen. 



Fourth Day: Counsel 
Come and fill me, O Spirit of Counsel. Help me and guide me in all my ways, that I may always 
do your will. Incline my heart to prefer what is good; turn it away from all that is evil, and direct 
me by the path of him who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life, that I may love, serve, and lead in 
your name, and enjoy your life abundant forever; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Father, one God, in Trinity of Persons, now and forever. Amen.  

Fifth Day: Fortitude 
Come and fill me, O Blessed Spirit of Fortitude. Protect my soul in times of trouble and 
adversity. Sustain my efforts in holiness; strengthen me in my weakness, and give me courage 
against all the assaults and temptations of my enemies; that I may not be overcome and separated 
from you, my God and greatest Good; as I love, serve, and lead in your name;  through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Father, one God, in Trinity of Persons, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Sixth Day: Knowledge 
Come and fill me, O Blessed Spirit of Knowledge, and grant that I may perceive the Divine will 
in all things, in every moment of every day. Make me understand the emptiness and chaos of life 
without you. Give me grace to recognize the goodness of the whole creation and to honor the 
Creator by using the world only for your glory and for the benefit and the salvation of all whom 
you have made; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Father, one 
God, in Trinity of Persons, now and forever. Amen.  

Seventh Day: Piety 
Come, O Spirit of Piety, possess my heart; incline it to a true faith in you, to a holy love of you, 
my God, that with my whole being I may seek you, and find you to be my best, my truest joy; 
and love, serve, and lead in your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Father, one God, in Trinity of Persons, now and forever. Amen. 

Eighth Day: Holy Awe  
Come and fill me, O blessed Spirit of Holy Awe. Penetrate my inmost heart, that I may set you, 
my Lord and God, before my face forever. In joy and wonder may I be worthy to appear before 
the pure eyes of your divine Majesty and behold your glory face to face in the heaven of 
heavens, where you live and reign in the unity of the Ever-blessed Trinity, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Ninth Day 
Come, O Holy Comforter, come in all your fullness and power. Fill us with your heavenly fruits. 
Enrich us in our poverty, inflame us in our weakness, melt our hearts with your love. Make us 
wholly yours, until your gifts are ours and we are lost in you; loving, serving, and leading; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Father, one God, in Trinity 
of Persons, now and forever. Amen. 

 


