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Please pray with me… 

Great and loving God, you are the source of all truth and healing. Your 

people are hurting, scared and becoming isolated. Come and inspire us with 

your wisdom, love and care. Guide us into ways in which we can connect to 

one another and proclaim the Good News. Touch us, Lord Jesus, with your 

healing love.  

Amen  

 

The Beginning 

When I was a child my Dad had a saying which went this way, “When you 

enter a room do you add to the confusion or work for a solution.” We live 

in a time where that choice is relevant. We know that we are God’s and 

God loves us, how do we face the crisis which is in front of us? Can we 

connect in different ways to bring the joy of the Gospel to others? How do 

we serve our fellow human beings? How do we feel less isolated? How do 

we stay safe? All of these questions and more swirl around our time 

together as a community.  

 

The news is scary. A small microscopic particle changes our society. Viruses 

are barely alive; they need us to reproduce and their life cycle is what 

makes us sick and causes the infection which has frightened so many of us. 

We hunker down at home, wash our hands repeatedly, and wonder what 

we are going to do while we are alone. In a society which is already divided, 
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where people feel incredibly isolated and alone, we are told by our leaders 

that we need to separate ourselves to keep everyone safe. 

We are living in a time when everything around us is being shut down. 

Schools are closed, sporting events are canceled, grocery store shelves are 

empty, the church puts out messages intended to keep us safe. Edicts and 

rules are being put into place to keep us safe and away from the virus. Fear 

seems to be everywhere. 

Through it all we are being reminded who we are and whose we are.  

 

We are the Body of Christ, the Church. 

 

The Church is called to respect the dignity of every human being. We have 

been baptized into the body of Christ and because of that we connect with 

each other. It is time to become creative. How do we use the necessary 

precautions that are made for the good of all and continue the ministry of 

reconciliation and the development of relationships that honor our calling 

to bring to all the Good News of God’s love and the resurrection life to 

which we aspire.  

God loves us and wants us to be a community which shows our society that 

we can be safe and still be growing spiritually, being stronger in prayer, and 

reconciling all to God and to each other. We live in a time where 

technology will assist us. There are ways that we can proclaim and live the 
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resurrection life, helping others to be less afraid, safe and aware of God’s 

never-ending presence and love.  

Remember that the root of the word religion is - connection. That -lig-, “L- I 

_G” in the middle of the word is the same Latin root from which we get the 

word ligament. Ligaments are parts of our body which hold us together. 

This is what religion is about, to bring us back together. Now, we can use 

our creativity to continue that mission to all of us – those here as part of 

Christ Church, Media and throughout all of our society.  

 

The Telling 

In the Gospel today, Jesus was in Judea in the southern part of the country. 

He was walking back to Galilee in the North. This was right after his 

encounter with Nicodemus. In between Judea in the south and Galilee in 

the North lies Samaria. Most Jews at this time would take the road that 

would take them around Samaria – isolating it because the people were 

different, considered sinners and inferior to the Jews. Jesus instead took 

the path that went through Samaria. He found himself in the city of Sychar, 

which was the location of a well that was thought to have been established 

by Jacob. Jacob was the patriarch who became Israel. It was from his 

children that the twelve tribes of Israel descended.  

This is the part of Palestine that even in our day there is controversy, 

separation - isolation. This is the west bank of the Jordan river. You’ve 

heard of it in the news. It is part of the land of Palestine which today has a 
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wall around it. A wall separating people from people. A wall which keeps 

people away from their neighbors. A wall which causes isolation.  

 

Jesus stops at the well. The disciples go on to town to get provisions for 

their trip. Jesus, remaining at the well, is alone, perhaps enjoying a moment 

of quiet.  

 

It was about noon, the middle of the day. This is the time when the sun is 

the highest in the sky and it was hot. Jesus rests and sits by the well. As he 

sits there, a woman comes to draw water. What an odd thing. This woman 

arrives at the well by herself, and she is going to get water for her use. This 

is hard, manual labor. To get her water, she must put her bucket down the 

well and then pull it up. Water is heavy and once she has the water; she 

must haul it home.  

 

Two people by the well encounter each other. 

 

As I read this story this week, they both sound a little cranky. Jesus seems 

to demand that she gives him water. Jesus sits there by himself, tired and 

thirsty. And totally unprepared to get water from a well. He has no bucket. 

He comes across as demanding - “Give me a drink.” In this story, when 

Jesus talks it seems different from our image of the loving one who is kind 

to all. Here he seems to be barking orders to a total stranger.  
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She realizes that the person speaking is a Jew. This is strange; here is a 

Jewish man speaking to a Samaritan woman. Not only was he speaking to 

her, but he is asking, maybe even demanding, that she serve him. I wonder 

how many times she might have been insulted or mistreated by the men, 

and especially Jewish men, that had come through her life. Here she is 

alone and being confronted by this man sitting by the well. I wonder what 

pain or fear she felt. What is this man going to say to her? She speaks, 

seeming to correct the social faux pas which the man has made. “How is it 

that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” 

From here they have discussion, which turns theological. Jesus seems to 

change the subject; he takes this opportunity to say that he could provide 

living water. She goes back to drawing water and notices he has no bucket; 

she wonders where he would get that water. Their conversation continues. 

Jesus and the woman have encountered each other and broken barriers of 

isolation which normally would keep them apart.  

The Application 

These two people are isolated. Jesus is separated from his usual traveling 

companions and she is there alone, separated from any community or 

family which she is part of. Perhaps the women of the community, who 

would have gotten their water in the cool of the morning, had judged her 

and excluded her from going to the well with them. Given her marital 

history, we could understand that she might have become the object of 

their scorn and judgment. This brought her isolation because she was 
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different. She comes to the well when no one else would, in the heat of the 

day. She wants to be alone and not bothered with people’s judgement.  

 

Jesus has broken through several barriers. He purposely walked through 

Samaria. This broke the isolation which the Samaritans would have felt 

from their neighbors, the Jews. Then as he sat at the well, he speaks to the 

first person he sees continuing to break barriers. She is a woman; in his 

world men don’t talk to women. She is a Samaritan; in his world Jews don’t 

talk to Samaritans.  

Jesus overlooks, or overcomes, the social norms of the day to connect to 

someone who was hurt by her own community and her story. He brings her 

life and healing. When the encounter at the well is over, she leaves and 

goes to her community proclaiming him the Messiah. She has changed, but 

the people of her community have not. They still work on isolating her, 

since they dismiss her story and only trust their own experience.  

 

In this time of isolation and fear, it is time for the church to rise up and 

proclaim that we are in this together. We believe that we are all connected 

by being created and loved by our passionate God. Yes, we need to be safe 

and we will be. At the same time, we need to be creative and fulfil our need 

to be connected to others – to continue to serve those around us.  
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In an email newsletter I received, Josh Daffern, a Baptist pastor, takes the 

name “Corona” and turns it into an acronym of action.  

C – Check on someone who is at risk or living alone. Use the technology 

you may have - call someone on the telephone or email them. Connect and 

reach out to reduce the isolation we all feel.  

O – Offer to do something to help them out. Perhaps you could get some 

groceries for them, or run an errand, or care for children. Yes, of course, do 

this in a safe way and in the way in which you feel comfortable - make an 

offer and follow through.  

R – Respect the way they’re processing the fear of the pandemic. We are 

all reacting to the situation differently, respect that. We don’t have to 

change people’s minds; we do need to bring the love God has given us to 

all. This is not a time to give unwelcome advice, spread speculation or 

rumor, or make things political. It is the time to live our baptismal covenant 

as we respect every human being.  

O – Organize something social to do. In a safe way, look for opportunities 

to bring people together. Genesis quotes God saying, “It is not good for the 

human to be alone.” This is still true. We must be creative to reach out and 

connect with others.  

N – Network online church resources. Use the technology you have 

available to find resources and ideas of how we connect with each other. 

Share them with others so we can all find ways to connect to people 

through this crisis.  
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A – Ask if (and how) you can pray for somebody. Part of our baptismal 

covenant states that “we will continue in the prayers”. Learn to pray with 

each other. Speak the person’s name in the quiet place, your holy place. 

Speak the person’s name when they can hear you. Yes, you can pray over 

the phone, through email or instant messaging. Praying is easier when one 

prays for specific things. Bless God and lift those with whom you connect to 

God’s loving care  

The End 

We have been called to a Holy Lent and to be community together. We 

have an opportunity to live out our faith in these times of misinformation, 

fear and isolation. Use this time and your creativity to be safe and still 

spread the Good News.  

 

Amen 


